
S P I R A L  T R I O

Lenneke van Staalen - Indian Violin"
Joshua Samson - Hang & Percussion"
Heiko Dijker - Tabla & Percussion"

!
In the concerts of the Spiral Trio the most magical melody and 
rhythm join hands on Violin, Hang and Tabla. These soulful virtuosos 
present both modernity and tradition intricately fused together in a 
mesmerising show. "
The Hang is a very new instrument, invented in Switzerland only in 
2000. It is related to the Steeldrum from Trinidad and the word 
“Hang” means “hand” in Berndeutsch. "
The Tabla is the ancient and most sophisticated percussion 
instrument from India. Playing involves extensive use of the fingers 
and palms in various configurations to create a wide variety of 
different sounds, reflected in the speaking of the syllables (bol), like 
TirekitetakeDha!"
The lyrical melodies of the Indian Violin bring a spirited depth to the 
intricate rhythms of the Hang and the Tabla. The ancient Raga’s of 
India come to live through the voice of the Violin with it’s special use 
of glissandi and ornamentation."
This magical trio met in Holland to sophisticate their musicality and 
study with the greatest masters of percussion and melody. "
The result is a performance which is full of contrasts and high energy."
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The Press: 
!
‘....a musical bridge between East and West....’ !
De Volkskrant: 
‘….a sonorous example of how haunting swing and  lyricism 
can be united.’ 
‘…..inside flamed their passion…’  !
Trouw: 
‘It’s amazing how Heiko Dijker plays tabla; as if his hands 
make them speak.’ !
Radio Zes: 
‘...Breathtakingly beautiful......’ 
‘.....the classical Indian improvised music blends perfectly 
with the composed Western.....’ !
Zeeuws Dagblad 
‘........a convincing inspired performance.’ 
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Lenneke van Staalen grew up in a family of western classical 
musicians and had her first encounter with Indian music in 1992 in 
New Delhi, where she studied with the late violinist Shri Joy 
Shrivastava. It was during this period that she discovered a first deep 
affinity with this music and its emotional depth and expression."

In 2003 she received her master diploma cum laude from Rotterdam 
Conservatory. She continued her studies in Mumbai with master 
violinist Pandit D.K.Datar."

Nowadays Lenneke van Staalen performs frequently in Europe and 
India. She plays both in a classical Indian setting as well as in 
cooperation with western classical- or world music ensembles, like 
Concerto Rotterdam, the cellogroup of the Rotterdam Philharmonic 
Orchestra, 'Leela' with singer Sandhya Sanjana and 'Yatra' with 
Bharatnatyam dancer Kalpana Raghuraman and was a soloist in the 
performance 'Mother India' of the 'International Dancetheatre' from 
Amsterdam. "

Her music resonates a deep passion expressed both virtuose and 
lyrically, and tends to leave no audience untouched. She is a teacher 
at the Indian music department in Rotterdam.       


Heiko Dijker is an Amsterdam based tablaplayer/producer whose 
playing is marked by soulfulness and energy, depth of knowledge and 
rhythmic poetry. He left Holland at a young age to find true spirit in 
music and life. Hitch-hiking around the world on his own, Heiko was 
drawn into classical Indian music and the beauty of India. "
After years of traditional training with Shri Bhaswaraj Bhendigeri in 
India, living in a small clay hut and doing saintly practice in the 
Himalaya, he continued to learn with grandmaster Faiyaz Khan in 
the Guru-Shisya (Master-Disciple) system. "
Holding a Masters-degree in classical Tabla of the Rotterdam 
Conservatory, Heiko has been working with great Indian classical and 
not so classical musicians and dancers, as well as with fusions of 
traditional and innovative music and dance. He worked with Melissa 
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Etheridge, the Rotterdam Philharmonic, Scapino Ballet, Hariprasad 
Chaurasia, Shankar Mahadevan, Jacob TV & others."
Next to enjoying his performances in all major festivals and halls all 
over the world, Heiko is a teacher at the World Music & Dance 
College in Rotterdam, and has given lecture-demonstrations/
workshops for Conservatories and institutes all over the world. 

Joshua Samson combines performing in concerts with the delivery 
of creative interactive, performance programs. At this moment one 
of his favorite topics is the ‘Art of Improvisation’, being ready for new 
ways of communication and embracing cultural diversity. Joshua is 
more then just a gifted musician who performs, records cd’s and dvd’s 
and tours the world giving concerts and masterclasses. He is also a 
connector, bridge builder, ice breaker and interactive host. With 
very little means he can create harmony and energy in a group. Short 
interactive musical interventions are alternating between highly 
virtuoso performances on the famous PanArt Hang and various other 
World Percussion instruments. 
Joshua leaves his audiences startled when he performs and laughing 
with joy during the interactive interventions. He performed for the 
Dutch Royal family on various occasions as well as for the World 
Food Program international executives and United Nation VIP’s 
among thousands of other listeners all over the world. Performances 
bring him from Delhi to Abu Dhabi, from New York to Marrakech, 
From Argentina to China.  
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Contact:                                                                              
Music Sphere Productions 
Heiko Dijker 
Bredenhofstraat 13                                   tel.: +31-622801775 
1544 RA Zaandijk                                  email: heikod@hotmail.com 
Holland


